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Any person with an interest in entomology shall be eligible 
for Ordinary membership. Members of the Society include 
professional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom 
receive the Society’s News Bulletin, the Victorian 
Entomologist. 


OBJECTIVES 

The aims of the Society are: 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all 
identifiable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
species 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
all persons interested in entomology. 


HEETINOS 

The Society's meetings are held at Clunies Ross House, National 
Science Centre, 191 Royal Parade, Parkville, Victoria, at 8pm on 
the third Friday of even months, with the possible exception of 
the December meeting which may be held earlier. Lectures by 
guest speakers or members are a feature of many meetings at which 
there is ample opportunity for informal discussion between 
members with similar interests. Forums are also conducted by 
members on their own particular interest so that others may 
participate in discussions. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Ordinary Member.$14.00 

Country Member.$10.00 (100km + from GPO) 

Student Member.$ 7.00 


Associate Member....$ 4.00 (No Magazine) 

No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface 
mall of the news bulletin. Associate Members, resident at the 
same address as, and being immediate relatives of an ordinary 
Members, do not automatically receive the Society's publications 
but in all other respects rank as ordinary Members. 


Cover illustration by N.B. Quick. 





MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING, 20 APRIL 1990 


A Vice-President, R. Field, opened the meeting at 8.10pm. 
Apology: K. Dunn 

Present: G. & J. Burns, P. Carwardine, M. S P. Coupar, D. 

Crosby, I. Faithfull, A. & E. Farnsworth, R. fi J. 
Field, D. & J. Holmes, M. Hunting, P. Kelly, M. 
Malipatil, T. Horton, T. New, R. Vagi, K. Walker. 

Minutes of the February meeting ( Vic . Ent . 20: 16-17) were 

received (Kelly/Walker). 


Correspondence: Detailed and received. (Walker/Crosby) 

Treasurer's Report: G. Burns reported credit balances of 

$2363.97 (General Account) , $1838.61 (Le Souef Memorial 
Account), $437.35 (Junior Encouragement Fund). There 
are at present 56 financial members. Received 

(Kelly/Faithfull) 

Editor's Report: T. New and K. Walker outlined current 

production difficulties for the Victorian Entomologis t. 
Discussion ensued over the Society's ability to 
continue to produce this in its present form: this to 
be discussed fully at the next Council meeting. 

Excursions: P. Carwardine gave details of a proposed winter 

excursion to the Butterfly House at the Melbourne Zoo. 
This would have to be early on a Saturday morning, and 
June 23rd is proposed. There appeared to be 
considerable interest in this proposal. A spring 
excursion to the Heathcote area is proposed. 
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Oanaral Business 


i) The secretary drew members* attention to the use of the 
Junior Encouragement Fund proposed by Council, and asked 
for comments to be available for the next council meeting. 
In general the scheme was supported In principle with 
suggestions that; 

(1) Junior Naturalists Groups also be included; and 

(2) care was needed to select/target schools likely to be 
Interested rather than at random. 

ii) P. Kelly. Showed living Chrysomelidae to be used for 
screening the eulophid egg parasite of the Elm Leaf Beetle. 

iii) K. Walker. Specimens of the Elm Leaf Beetle. 

iv) i- Falthfull. A braconid wasp and its cocoon. 

Field introduced John Osmelak (Plant Research Institute, 
Burnley) to talk on the Elm Leaf Beetle. John traced the 
incidence of the beetle in Victoria and detailed measures 
proposed for its control. His lucid and well-illustrated talk 
promoted considerable discussion. A vote of thanks was proposed 
by P. Kelly. 

The meeting was closed at 9.45pm. 


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING, 18 MAY 1990 

The President, H. Hunting, opened the meeting at 8pm. 

Apologias: I. Faithfull, R. Field 

Frasont: J. t G. Burns, P. Carwardine, D. Crosby, K. Dunn, P. 

Kelly, T. New, K. Walker. 
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Minutes of the March Council Meeting f vic . Ent . 22 : 17-18) 

were passed. (G. Burns/Walker). 

Correspondence: Detailed are received. (Crosby/J. Burns). 

Treasurer's Report: G. Burns reported credit balances of 

$2380.01 (general account), $1838.61 (Le Souef Memorial 
Account) and $437.35 (junior encouragement fund). 
There are at present 60 financial members. Received 
(Walker/Dunn). 

General Business 

i) Nominations for incoming officers and council members were 
discussed. Possible nominees for all vacancies were also 
discussed. 

ii) ENTRECS. D. Crosby reported that it was intended to produce 
an updated series of distribution maps for butterflies in 
Victoria, and detailed some refinements to be incorporated. 
The Committee is to meet and report to Council on the 
Schedule for this. Council agreed (Walker/Kelly) to cover 
the costs, from general funds, of an illustration of a jewel 
beetle for the front cover of the volume on distribution of 
jewel beetles in Victoria written by G. & J. Burns: cost 
estimated at $50. 

ill) Junior Encouragement Fund. Considerable discussion was 
held over details of disbursement of the fund, adopting in 
principle the scheme outlined from the previous Council 
Meeting. Progress is reported as follows: (a) 

Secretary to contact Melbourne Zoo to determine costs of 
copies of C. McCubbin's booklet; (b) a new poster to be 
designed; (c) that the competition may be restricted to 
primary schools; (d) that the project be a written one, and 
(e) that more ideas on selection of target schools are 
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needed. Agreed that the costs of the poster and the 
prize(s) for the competition should come from general funds, 
so that the entire Junior Encouragement Fund is available 
for disbursement as books. 

iv) Victorian Entomologist, k. Walker expressed delight (echoed 
by all present) that production of the News Bulletin seems 
assured for the following year. He tabled a summary from 
John Burns of the activities expected of the Editor and 
emphasised that the Editor should not be expected to write 
articles as well as produce the News Bulletin. More 
articles are needed; discussion ensued over how these might 
be obtained. 


V) Programme. Possible speakers for meetings later this year 

were discussed. 

vi) Excursions. P. Carwardine outlined the following schedule 

a) Melbourne Zoo butterfly house: 16 June er 23 June 
(Saturday), to meet at the Zoo at 9 am. Date to be 
finalised after further consultation with the Curator. 

b) D. Holmes: accept his kind invitation to view his 
collection, on a Saturday in early spring (? after the 
August meeting). 

c) Field excursion to the Heathcote area in November. 

vii) Le Souef Award. Details of the prize for 1989 finalised. 

Publicity for 1990 nominations to be organised. 

The meeting closed at 9.20pm. 
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NEW AND EXTENDED DISTRIBUTION RECORDS OF BUTTERFUES FROM 
THE NORTHERN TERRITORY 


by 

Ross P. Field 

Keith Thmbull Research Institute, 

Department of Conservation and Environment, 

P.O. Box 48, Frankston, Vic. 3199. 

During a 4 week visit to the Northern Territory, begiiuiing in late September 1989, 50 
species of butterflies were recorded, including HesperiUa crypsigramma (Meyrick and 
Lower) from near Daly River, a new occurrence of this species in Northern Territory. 
In addition, Ogyris omeles Hewitson is recorded from near Pine Creek, over 950 km 
north-east from the nearest recorded population at Derby in Western Australia, 1100 
km north of populations from the Alice Springs area, and a similar distance north-west 
of records from Mt. Isa in Queensland. Twenty-four of the species observed were 
recorded from the forest fringing the river at Daly River or from Mt. Burrell, a 
prominent small conical hill 59 km to the north-east of Daly River. 

The species recorded, their locations and dates observed, are tabulated below. Notable 
observations include the following; 

Neohesperilla xanthomera (Meyrick and Lower): this uncommon species was abundant at 
the top of Mt Burrell where it settled on the ground, grasses and herbaceous 
plants. 

H. crypsigramma: a male was taken hilltopping on Mt. Burrell. No other specimens were 
seen but its flight behaviour of settling on the ground under a bush did not make 
it conspicuous. 

Arhopala sp.: two species of oakblues were common on trees along the west bank of the 
East Alligator River at Ubirr, in Kakadu National Park. One larva was 
parasitised by a braconid wasp from the gems Apatueles. 

Ogyris zosine typhon Waterhouse and Lycll: mature larvae, pupae and adults were 
common along the Stuart Highway, 93 km north of Elliott. Many larvae, 
recovered from ant nests {Camponotus sp.) at the base of eucalypt trees bearing 
mistletoe, were parasitised by an Apanteles species. 
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a ometes: a pair collected near Pine Creek differ from the typical oroeles from southern 
Queensland in that the male above has no black margin to the outer edges of the 
forewing and the shining lilac-blue is paler. Beneath, the grey-brown colouring of 
the hindwing is lighter than in typical oroeies, thus making more prominent the 
dark brown edges to the markings. The male beneath is similar to those collected 
from the Hamersley Range in Western Australia, but above, the darker blue- 
purple and the narrow brown-black forewing margins of the WA spedmens 
separate the two populations. The female above has a narrower brown-black 
outer margin to the forewing than does the typical ometes, and beneath, has the 
prominently edged markings of the hindwing, similar to the male. 
This spcdes was also common, in patches of mallee cucalypts bearing mistletoe, 
along the road from the Stuart Highway towards Kings Canyon in southern 
Northern Territory. TWo males were netted east of the Wallara Ranch. Both 
were purple above and had a narrow black margin and apex to the forewing, 
unlike the broader margins and apex of the subspedcs apicultsta from south¬ 
western Western Australia. The status of all the Northern Territory populations 
of O. ometes, and those from north-western Western Australia requires further 
investigation when larger samples are available for examination. 

Jalmenus icilius Hewitson: commonly found in the scrub around the base of Ayers Rock 
and at The Olgas where it was seen flying around flowering Cassia bushes. 
Larvae were found on the bushes and pupae were located under litter and stones 
at the base of the plants. A larva was also found on a mulga tree (Acacia aneum) 
at the South Australia - Northern Territory border. 

Candalides gilberti Waterhouse: males of this uncommon spcdes were frequent visitors 
to trees near the summit of Mt Burrell where they were easily netted after they 
alighted on the foliage. 

SPEaES OBSERVED OR COLLECTED IN THE NORTHERN TERRITORY, 

SEPT.-OCT 1989 


SPECIES 

LOCATION 

DATE 

HESPERIIDAE 

Badamia exclamationit (Fabridus) 

Daly River 

21 Oct 

NeohesperUla zanthomera (Meyrick and Lower) 

Daly River (59 km NE) 

21 Oct 

Hesperilla crypsigramma (Meyrick and Lower) 

Daly River (59 km NE) 

21 Od 

Suniana sunias sauda Waterhouse 

Daly River 

22 Oct 
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SPECIES 

LOCATION 

DATE 

Telicota colon argau (Plotz) 

Katherine Gorge 

10-12 Oct 


Darwin 

17 Oct 

Pamara amalia (Semper) 

LitchHeld N.P. 

19 Oct 

Pelopidas fyelli fyelli (Rothschild) 

Berry Springs 

18 Oct 


Utchfield N.P. 

19 Oct 

PAPILIONIDAE 

Gmphium eurypylus nyctimus 

Daly River 

21 Oct 

(Waterhouse and Lyell) 

Litchfield N.P. 

20 Oct 

Papilio Canopus canopus Westwood 

Berry Springs 

18 Oct 


Daly River 

22 Oct 

P. demolais sihenelus W.S. Macleay 

Daly River (59 tan NE) 

21 Oct 

Cressida cressida Cassandra 

Litchfield N.P. 

19 Oct 

(Waterhouse and Lyell) 

Daly River 

22 Oct 

PIERIDAE 

Catopsilia pomona pomona (Fabricius) 

Katherine Gorge 

12 Oct 


Daly River 

22 Oct 

C. scylla etesia (Hewitson) 

Katherine Gorge 

12 Oct 

Eurema hecabe phoebus (Butler) 

Katherine Gorge 

12 Oct 


Berry Springs 

18 Oct 


Utchfield N.P. 

19 Oct 


Daly River 

22 Oct 

Eherla (W.S. Macleay) 

Kakadu, N.P. 

15 Oct 


Daly River 

22 Oct 

E. laeta lineala (Miskin) 

Katherine Gorge 

12 Oct 


Kakadu, N.P. 

15 Oct 


Utchfield N.P. 

19 Oct 


Douglas Hot Springs 

22 Oct 

Elodina perdila walkeri Butler 

Daly River 

22 Oct 

Delias argenihona fragalactea (Butler) 

Daly River (59 tan NE) 

22 Oct 

Anaphaeis java leutonia (Fabricius) 

Alice Springs 

80ct 


Daly River (59 tan NE) 

22 Oct 


Timber Creek (100 km E) 

25 Oct 

Cepora perimale scyllara (W.S. Macleay) 

Utchfield N.P. 

19 Oct 
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SPECIES 


LOCATION 


DATE 


NYMPHALIDAE 


Darums chrysippus petilia (Stoll) 

Daly River 

21 Oct 

D. affinis affinis (Fabricius) 

Kakadu N.P. 

13 Oct 

Euploea syfvester pelor Doubleday 

Daly River 

22 Oct 


Daly River (59 km NE) 

22 Oct 

E. core corinna (W.S. Macleay) 

Katherine Gorge 

10 Oct 


Berry springs 

18 Oct 


Daly River 

22 Oct 

E. darchia darchia (W.S. Macleay) 

Berry springs 

18 Oct 


Daly River 

22 Oct 

Mycalesis sinus sinus (Fabricius) 

East Alligator R., Ubirr 

14 Oct 

M. perseus perseus (Fabricius) 

Litchfield N.P. 

19 Oct 

Hypocysta adiante antirius Butler 

Katherine Gorge 

120ct 


Kakadu N.P. 

13 Oct 


Darwin 

17 Oct 


Litchfield N.P. 

19 Oct 


Douglas Hot Springs 

22 Oct 

Xois arctoa arctoa (Fabricius) 

Katherine Gorge 

12 Oct 

Polyura pyrrhus sempronius (Fabricius) 

Daly River (59 km NE) 

21 Oct 

Hypolimnas bolina nerina (Fabricius) 

Kakadu N.P. 

15 Oct 

H. cdimena danvinensis Waterhouse and Lyell 

East Alligator R., Ubirr 

14 Oct 


Berry Springs 

18 Oct 

Junonia hedonia zelima (Fabridus) 

East Alligator R., Ubirr 

14 Oct 

/ orilhya albicincia Butler 

Litchfield N.P. 

19 Oct 

Phalanta phalania araca Waterhouse and Lyell 

Daly River 

21 Oct 

LYCAENIDAE 

ArhopaJa cenlaunu asopus 

Katherine Gorge 

10-12 Oct 

Waterhouse and Lyell 

East Alligator R., Ubirr 

14 Oct 


Litchfield N.P. 

19 Oct 

A. micale amydon Waterhouse 

Katherine Gorge 

10-12 Oct 


East Alligator R., Ubirr 

14 Oct 


Darwin 

17 Oct 

O. zosine typhon Waterhouse and Lyell 

Elliott (93 km N) 

9 Oct 

O. oroetes Hewitson 

Pine Creek 

23 Oct 


Wallara Ranch (41 km NE) 

50ct 
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SPECIES 

LOCATION 

DATE 

Ogyris amaryllis parsonsi Angel 

Erldunda (141 km W) 

29 Sept 


Kings Canyon 

30ct 


Alice Springs 

6 Oct 


Alice Springs (75 km E) 

70ct 


Elliott 

90cl 

Jalmemu icilius Hewitson 

SA - NT border 

29 Sept 


The Olgas 

lOct 


Ayers Rock 

40ct 


Wallara Ranch (93 km E) 

50ct 

Anlhene lycaenoides godeffroyi (Semper) 

Katherine Gorge 

12 Oct 


Darwin 

17 Oct 

Candalides gilberti Waterhouse 

Daly River (59 km NE) 

21 Oct 

Nacaduba kurava felsina Waterhouse and Lyell 

Daly River 

22 Oct 

N. biocellata biocellata (C. and R. Felder) 

Ayers Rock 

10 Oct 

Prosotas dubiosa dubiosa (Semper) 

Utchfield N.P. 

19 Oct 


Daly River 

21 Oct 

ThecUnesthes misldni mishtti (T.P. Lucas) 

Erldunda (141 km W) 

29 Sept 


Kings Canyon 

30ct 


Wallara Ranch (41 km NE) 

50ct 


Alice Springs 

6 Oct 


Daly River (59 km NE) 

21 Oct 


Litchfield N.P. 

19 Oct 

Jamides phaseli (Mathew) 

Katherine Gorge 

10 Oct 


Daly River 

22 Oct 

Catochrysops panormus platissa 

Daly River 

21 Dec 

(Herrich-Schaffer) 



Lampides boeticus (Linnaeus) 

Daly River (59 km NE) 

21 Oct 


Acknowledgements 

I am grateful to the Conservation Commission of the Northern Territory for permission 
to collect specimens from parks under their jurisdiction. I also wish to thank Dr. Don 
Sands for confirming parasitoid identifications and identifying H. crypsigramma. 

NOTE: A second article, covering the butterflies of Western Australia and South 
Australia collected from late October 1989 to the early January 1990, will appear in the 
next issue of the Victorian Entomologist. 
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WORLDWIDE BDTTERKLIES 
by 

D.E.A. Horton 
32 Chatsworth Road 
Prahran, 3181. 

In summer and autumn 1989, I worked for three months in a very 
interesting and unusual place near Sherborne, in Dorset, England. 
Robert and Rosemary Goodden bought this large eighteenth century 
mansion, which had belonged to the Goodden family for three 
hundred years, in 1978, and moved their business into it, living 
themselves in a much smaller house within the grounds. The huge 
entrance hall is now ticket-office and salesroom, the drawing 
room is a 'jungle* with tropical plants and flowers supporting 
a variety of free-flying butterflies. What was the dining room 
contains a large variety of insects, mainly various species of 
silk moth ( Attacus atlas . Attacus edwardsll . Loeoa katinka . 
^nthe raea pernyj , Actias selene . Actias leto . among others) in 
all stages of development. The former library houses a 
magnificent display of insects from all the continents as well 
as numerous displays of a specifically educational nature 
(mimicry, camouflage, sexual dimorphism and the like). Upstairs 
is the Lullingstone Silk Farm, where silk thread is made from 
cocoons grown on the farm, and visitors can see the life cycle 
of Bombvx mori and the resulting cocoons boiled, brushed and 
reeled off onto creels,- ten cocoons to make a fifteen denier 
thread. A lot of business is conducted by post, and other rooms 
are set aside for this as well as for storage, livestock, other 
displays, video films, refreshments and the power plant which 
also houses the machine which chops vast quantities of mulberry 
leaves for the silkworms. When the silk for Princess Diana's 
wedding dress was made here, 250,000 silk worms had to be fed! 
Robert Goodden knew the position of every mulberry tree in the 
south-west of England and two hundred volunteers collected leaves 
which had to be picked up every day. The publicity resulting 
from 'the dress' boosted the number of visitors to Worldwide 
Butterflies to sometimes a thousand a day, however! 

While I was at Worldwide Butterflies, in August and September, 
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we probably averaged a hundred and fifty visitors a day. Quite 
often coaches would come with school parties from around the 
area. Visitors can come from 10 till 5 pm, but if you worked 
there you started much earlier. There was the silk farm to 
prepare, food to collect for the livestock (mainly oak, willow, 
rose-bay willow and privet for the silk moths and hawks, but also 
nettle for the Vanessids and bramble - of all things, for they 
usually eat eucalyptus - for Hacleay's Spectre, the North 
Queensland stick insect with the flightless female - a grotesgue 
but popular exhibit that has been bred at Compton all year round 
for years now). There was also the 'jungle' to restock with 
flowers (Buddleia very much the most sought-out by all the 
butterflies), peacocks, geese and ducks to feed, and dozens of 
doors to unlock. The grounds of Compton House are full of 
flowers and different foodplants, as well as hothouses (for 
Lantana, Passiflora and Asclaepias) and plastic tunnels growing 
mulberry (particularly Horus alba ). The livestock room had to 
be restocked and made as interesting as possible for the public. 
Throughout the day someone was on duty to talk to visitors about 
the exhibits. The giant Atlas moths were popular, as were the 
Robin moths r HvaloDhora cecropia ) from the States, locusts and 
the cage of D. olexippus larvae. Every morning there 
were several parcels of livestock to unpack and record. 
Hellconlds from Jamaica, Papillos and silkmoths of various sorts 
from breeders in America and Germany, and a wonderful variety of 
butterflies from a dealer in Southern India. Unfortunately the 
latter tended to pack the pupae too tightly together and the 
postal service involved was not fast enough to ensure arrival 
before several, sometimes most, of the pupae had emerged. The 
results were often most depressing to see. Generally, however, 
both livestock and papered (or set) specimens were very carefully 
packed and arrived in excellent condition. One's duties also 
involved visiting greenhouses and the 'Palm House' to make sure 
that the heating and artificial sunlight were working correctly. 
A full-time gardener takes care of the beautiful grounds, all re¬ 
planted in the last few years, having gone to wrack and ruin 
during the war (when Compton House was occupied by Westlands 
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Helicopters), and then neglected until bought by the Gooddens. 


I spent November working at Worldwide Butterflies, too. Compton 
House had shut down to the public, and my work was now in the 
specimen room. Here, Robert has a huge collection of butterflies 
and moths in cabinets. Apart from the showier species which are 
for general sale to visitors, there are also reference 
collections of European butterflies, the actual specimens that 
have been used to illustrate Robert's books, famous collections 
like T.G. Howarth's cabinet of British Moths, rare and extinct 
British butterflies (Large Blues and Coppers, for example), and 
some wonderful aberrations (black P. machaon. for Instance, and 
a whole drawerful of L. corvdon varieties, as well as many superb 
gynandromorphs) . I spent my time rearranging and labelling, as 
well as transferring boxes of exotic papilios to the 'sale' 
drawers, filling up the reference collections with some exquisite 
Lycaenidae form Eastern Europe, and, perhaps most Interestingly, 
finding specimens of various species and subspecies to illustrate 
a proposed book by Robert on the Foodplants of European 
Butterflies. 

Robert Gooden must be to butterflies something of what the late 
Sir Peter Scott was to birds. His knowledge is vast, and he is 
deeply involved in conservation and education. Although his work 
has to be administrative and organization, he would by far prefer 
to be working more with the insects themselves. He is a 
marvellous example of someone who has been able to make his hobby 
into a livelihood - surely an ideal 'job' for anyone. The large 
numbers of visitors to Compton House, some coming back again and 
again, show the Interest of the general public in the displays 
and demonstrate the success Worldwide Butterflies is having in 
its educational role. Several 'Butterfly Farms' have opened (and 
subsequently closed too!) in England over recent years, and some 
spend large amounts of money on pupae to stock their displays. 
The resulting show is most impressive, but it is not self- 
perpetuating, as no attempt is made to breed the Insects. At 
Worldwide Butterflies, apart from the educational nature of the 
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displays, the silk-farm largely produces its own stock, and there 
are a couple of dozen, at least, species of insect breeding all 
the year round, and many more in summer. I very much enjoyed my 
short time there, and urge anyone planning a trip to England to 
put Compton House on his itinerary. 


NOTICES! 

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER 


There are still a number of members who have forgotten to pay 
their 1990 subscription. If your subscription is overdue there 
will be a FINAL reminder notice in your FINAL Vic. Ent. issue. 


Please note- Mr Peter Carwardine's new phone no. is 
571 8958. 
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CAW DALIDES K BBIMILI8 (FELDER) IN VICTORIA 
by 

Kelvyn Dunn 

Plant Research Institute 
Burnley 3121 

INTRODUCTION 

During December 1989 I visited the Mitchell River National Par)c 
near Bairnsdale, Victoria in an attempt to re-establish the 
presence of the pencilled-blue butterfly, candalides abslwllig 
(Felder), in Victoria. Recent literature indicated that a 
Candalides species listed as C. consimills Waterhouse, occurred 
in this par)c, and it was considered iDcely that another species 
could also be present. 


VICTORIAN RECORDS 

Candalides absimilis was said to occur throughout eastern 
Victoria as far west as the Dandenong Ranges near Melbourne 
(Common and Waterhouse 1981). The Dandenong Ranges record 
specifically mentioned was undoubtably based on the pair in the 
Australian Museum (Sydney) mentioned by Tindale (1^65) and said 
to have been "ta)cen many years ago by C. French". There are no 
Victorian examples in the Australian National Insect Collection 
(ANIC), Canberra, and only two females in the Museum of Victoria 
(MV). These two specimens are labelled from Mordialloc and 
Ilealesville and both originate possibly from last century being 
part of the J.A. Kershaw Collection. Several other specimens in 
the MV were placed with these two as coming from Victoria, but 
are without any label data. These Kershaw specimens are 
identical to C. absimilis from Sydney, and the pair in the 
Australian Museum are also said to be indistinguishable from 
specimens from NSW (Tindale 1965). 

The general eastern Victorian distribution indicated by Common 


Vic. Ent. Vol. 20 no. 2 1990 


49 








and Waterhouse (1981) was therefore probably based on these four 
specimens mentioned above and a more recent observation 
mentioning c. absimilis at Gipsy Point (Crosby 1951). Crosby 
did not secure a specimen and the identification was never 
confirmed. It is more probable that these observed specimens 
were C. consimilis (Crosby pers. comm.). It is notable that no 
recent specimens have been obtained from near Melbourne despite 
much intensive collecting in this area. In New South Wales, 
absimilis is a common butterfly and is known to feed on a number 
of plants including Brachvchiton acerifollus (Cunn. ex G. Don) 
Macarthur. In NSW, c. absimilis occurs south to Klama, with a 
recent single female being known from the Brindabella Range ACT, 
collected by J. Lawson. This ACT female, now in the ANIC, is 
similar to others from NSW (E.D. Edwards pers. comm.) 

The very similar species Candalldes consimilis Waterhouse, (which 
prior to its description in 1941 was confused with C. absimilis ). 
occurs in scattered localities in eastern Victoria to the 
Dandenong Ranges and is rare and very local. Females in 
particular are very rare in collections. In Victoria this 
species is represented by the subspecies goodInal (Tindale) named 
after the local collector C.G.L. Gooding who spent most of his 
life collecting butterflies and moths in Gippsland. The race 
goodingj is distinguished from populations further north by the 
greater blue suffusion to the hindwings above. C. cons imilis 
is very close to c. absimilis . but in the latter the hindwing 
tornus is more rounded in both sexes and the hindwing has a 
distinct white patch above in the female. The male is 
immediately distinguished from C. consimilis by the form of the 
sex brand. 


NITCBELL RIVER MATERIAL 

Male Candalldes collected at Mitchell River were determined as 
C. absimilis providing the first authenticated record of this 
species in Victoria. The male genitalia has been examined 
confirming this identification (E.D. Edwards pers.comm.). No 
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C f^npgfitil lls were encountered although they have been reported 
to occur In the area (HcEvey 1979). McEvey's specimens are not 
available for examination presently and may prove to be £ 1 . 
ahgimi1is . The females of C. absimilis were seemingly associated 
„ith DODUlneus (Schott & Endl.) R.Br. (commonly 
called Icurrajong) in Horsfield and this may be the larval host 
plant in the area. C. absimilis is known to feed on Ba. 
acerifolius near Sydney. Females collected differed considerably 
from NSW material having indistinct white spots above. In some 
specimens these spots were entirely masked by blue scales in both 
fore and hindwings. All females have very extensive blue 
suffusion above and bear a remarkable similarity to C. consiroills 
aoodinai females, except in qoodlnqi the forewing white spot is 
distinct. These females, when compared with C. conslmllls 
qoodinql females in the MV, clearly do not have the more 
pronounced tornus that is typical of C. conslmllls and so are 
regarded as C. ab similis. 


DISCUSSION 

The three old female specimens in the Museum of Victoria and 
Australian Museum labelled from Victoria are unlike those 
recently collected at Mitchell River and are obviously of a 
different origin. It is not known whether the Mitchell River 
form is locally distinct or typical of Victorian specimens in 
general. Brachvchiton populneus is confined to north-eastern 
Victoria and, according to Guyraer (1988), is mainly restricted 
to the Snowy River area. The presence of B. poouleum at Mitchell 
River is a western extension to the distribution given by Guymer 
(1988), but seems to have been incorporated in the distribution 
given by Costermans (1983) . If this tree proves to be the larval 
host of C. absimilis in Victoria and if the larvae are confined 
to this species in Victoria, then C. absimilis will have a very 
restricted distribution in this state, probably eastward from the 
Mitchell River through to the Snowy River area. Certainly the 
species must presently be regarded as extremely local and very 
rare in Victoria. 
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Regarding the four old Huseuni specimens from near Melbourne, 
there seems three possible explanations; firstly that a remnant 
central Victorian population of this species occurred naturally 
on some undetermined host near Melbourne and became extinct about 
the turn of century; secondly, that small populations were 
accidentally introduced from NSW with the use of BrachychitQn as 
an ornamental and that these temporary populations have since 
died out; or thirdly, that the specimens were actually from NSW 
and later accidentally labelled erroneously as from Victoria. 
fhQ third suggestion seems unlikely as the collectors French and 
Kershaw were both resident near Melbourne at the turn of the 
century and their data is not believed to be unreliable. The 
second suggestion may be more acceptable. 

The populations near Melbourne, assuming they are authentic, are 
almost certainly extinct and the species is now only known from 
this single population near Bairnsdale in eastern Victoria. 
Further collecting in nearby areas will hopefully establish the 
presence of additional populations which may shed light on the 
origin of this remarkable female phenotype. In the light of the 
differences in the eastern Victorian material, the origin of the 
Melbourne colonies remains a mystery. 

Specimens have been placed in the ANIC and the MV. Material was 
collected in December 1989 under permit number 890/070. 
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A RETURN VISIT TO THE NORTH EAST MOUNTAINS. 

by 

David & Joyce Holmes. 

5 Overbay Avenue 
Dromana 3936. 

Nothing is as awesome as a trip to the Alpine region in the 
mountains of North Eastern Victoria. 

We arrived in Bright on February 22 1990. On Saturday 24, we 
too)c a trip to Mt Hotham. Continuing on about 20)cms past the 
snow village we came to an area named Boggy Creek. This is 
outside the National Park area, but is a place of significant 
interest and importance as it is a locality for Oreisolanus 
munionqa . When we were last there in 1988 there were very few 
O. munionaa flying. The swordgrasses in the creek that they 
feed on had been badly eaten by cattle, and I feared for the 
survival of this species in this area. However, this year there 
were very few cattle in the area, the grasses and swordgrasses 
were doing well and consequently there were plenty of O.munionaa 
flying. My supposition is that there could be a corridor of 
smaller creeks and bogs in which this species repopulates Itself. 

Other butterflies flying in this area were Oreixenica 
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i^t-hnnlell» herceug . o. correae . HetgrpnVTnphq pgnels B g stgrppg , 
H, C^ordace . r;«^^nnPllra kluqll . Vqngpsa Kprahav l and iiiina 
labradus . As we were 14 days later this year than in 1988, 
collecting was bound to be a little different. 

on Monday February 22 we journeyed over the Tawonga Gap to Mt 
Beauty, then on to Howmans Gap. I had hoped to find Anlsyntft 
mnntlcolae in this area, where I had found them once before, but 
was disappointed as we saw none. In this area we also collected 
a few Dreivenica kershawl . Qt I ftthon l ol l a horcowg . vancosa I toa # 
u /carduH kershawl . A short trip to the McKay power station 
was rewarded with a few Heteronvmpha cor dage, and there were also 
nreixenica lathoniella hor geua and Q, Horshav i flying, 
we then moved on through Falls Creek and around the Rocky Valley 
dam to the sign post to Mt Cope. Pro l xenioa - Or i cho rfl were still 
flying here in the meadows up above the road. Most were females 
and the males were rather tatty. We then went back to Bowmans 
Gap, and caught 2 Heteronvmpha— g . Olandr l, but then - a 
thunderstorm - very common in these areas at this time of the 
year - soon drove us home. 


The days Wednesday 27 and Thursday 28 February were hot and muggy 
and too cloudy to go up into the mountains, so we spent our time 
relaxing and collecting along the Ovens River just out of Bright. 
We took a few Heteronvmpha paradelPh a, Hi POno l OPO storope and 
one H. banksii . On Friday 2 March, I travelled to Mt. Buffalo 
on my own. It was quite a warm day, and after reporting in to 
the ranger's office, I proceeded to Lake Catani where I saw many 
Anlsvnta domlnula d racmophorn flying. Also around this 
delightful lake were a good number of Oro l xonioa — latialls 
theddora . This butterfly is endemic to Mt. Buffalo. It flies 
around Lake Catani and other boggy areas, so there should never 
be any buildings erected in this or other swampy areas on the 
mount. oreixenica latialls tho ddocfl 1® ^ sub species of 

oreixenica latialls that flies on Mt. Hotham and Mt. Kosciusko. 
There is also another subspecies Qj— latlalls _ iiaji !a that flies i 
areas near Nimitabel. This small alpine butterfly hibernates in 
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its caterpillar state hiding under the snow grass during the 
winter months. When the snow thaws it continues its life cycle 
and pupates in the summer, to emerge as a butterfly early in 
March. To breed this butterfly In captivity one must place the 
larva in a refrigerator to imitate its natural cycle. 

The North East mountains are such a vast area that a few days 
collecting and observing cannot do justice to the large insect 
population. It could be to the advantage of the National Parks 
to have one or two amateur entomologists on their staff to obtain 
a more comprehensive picture of their assets in this unique area. 


SPECIAL OFFER 
MOTHS OF AUSTRALIA 
by 

I.F.B. Common 

Melbourne University Press is willing to give members of the 
Society the opportunity to purchase this book at a discount of 
114 on normal retail price - i.e. $93.75 instead of $125.00. 

This has to be coordinated through the Society. I suggest that 
anyone wishing to purchase a copy informs me, with a cheque for 
the above amount made out to 'Melbourne University Press', and 
I purchase the books on your behalf. There may be a small extra 
charge for postage. 

T.R. New 
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POLYDRA PYRRHDS 8EMPRONIDB AT BURNLEY 
by 

Ian Faithfull 
1/30A Prospect Hill Road 
Camberwell 3124. 

The Tailed Emperor is rarely recorded in southern Victoria. 
Common and Waterhouse (1982) refer to its occurrence in this 
state as spasmodic. A recent record is that of Braby (1987), 
who saw a specimen at Christmas Hills, 36 km NE of Melbourne, 
on 7 February 1987. There was a strong northerly wind. 

On 8 March 1990 at I2.35pra a single £. pvrrhus was seen briefly 
at Burnley Gardens, 5.5km ESE of Melbourne. It flew 
approximately south, around the tops of tall trees. The weather 
was warm, clear and sunny with a light northerly breeze. 

A second specimen was seen for about one second at 10.19am on 
26 March in Swan Street, Burnley, just west of the Yarra River 
bridge. It also flew south. The weather was fine, the air 
temperature very warm, the sky was clear and a moderate northerly 
wind was blowing. 

These records suggest that P. pvrrhus migrates into southern 
Victoria in late summer and early autumn assisted by tail winds. 
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DEATH OF BERICEBTHI8 NIGROLIWEATA (BCARABAEIDAES 
MELOLONTHINAE) BY IMPALEMENT ON BPINEB OF ACAENA ANBERINIFOLIA 

(ROBACEAE) 


by 

Ian Faithfull 
l/30a Prospect Hill Road 
Camberwell 3124. 

A dead cockchafer beetle, Sericesthis nlgrollneata (Boisduval), 
was found on 3 March 1990 In South Glppsland, Victoria, with its 
left hind wing fouled on the fruit of Bidgee widgee, Acaena 
anserinifolia (J.R. & G. Forster) Druce, a low, scrambling plant. 
Willis (1972) describes this fruit as being composed of many 
fruiting receptacles each with a slender glabrous spine 
terminated by retorse apical barbs about 0.5 mm long. The effect 
is reminiscent of the head of a fish spear (Flg.l). The beetle 
wing tip snagged, or was pierced by, the barbed spine. In the 
struggle to escape, two more spines were engaged at points on the 
wing closer to the body and the wing became tightly and 
irreparably twisted, like a crudely made rope (Fig.2). Whichever 
way the beetle turned the rope became more tightly coiled and 
there was no escape. 

A previous example of the death by impalement of this beetle 
species on a thistle spine has been recorded, along with 
literature references to impalement deaths of a bee and a blowfly 
(Faithfull, 1987). A further record is that of Vestjens (1970) 
who found the ruteline scarab beetle Pseudoschizoqnathus 
schoenfeldti impaled on spines of Clrsium vuloara (Savi) Ten., 
Spear Thistle and Carthamus lanatiis L., Saffron Thistle. 
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Scarabaeldae: Rutolinae) J. Aust. ent. Soc. 9: 235-6. 


Fig. 1. Rotorae apical barbs terminating a 
spine of the fruit of Bidgee Widgee 
Acaena anserinifolln . 




€ 


1 


rig. 2. Sericesthis niarolineata with wing fouled 
on a spine of Bidgee Widgee. 
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THE ORANGE PALMDART CEPHRENBB AnOlADBS 8PERTHIAB (FBLDER) 
(LEPIDOPTERA: HEBPERIIDAE) IN VICTORIA. 

by 

D.F. Crosby 

74 Gipps Street, East Melbourne. 

My friend and fellow lepldopterist, John bandy, phoned me at the 
end of March to say that on 17 March (1990) he had caught a 
strange-looking skipper on Buddleia in his garden in Camberwell. 
Would I like to come and pick it up and possibly set it for him 
as he was very busy at that time? I was happy to oblige and was 
very surprised to see that it was a moderately worn male orange 
palmdart. To my knowledge this was the first time this species 
had been recorded from Victoria. We were unable to see any 
obvious palms on which the specimen could have bred in the 
gardens nearby. 

Having just completed pinning this specimen I received another 
call on 1 April from John to say that he had caught another 
skipper on the Buddleia in his garden that morning and could not 
identify it either. Another guick visit and we determined that 
it was a female of the same species, one of the variety which has 
few markings on the wings. This specimen was unusual in that it 
actually had no markings at all on either sides of the wings. 
It was also in moderately worn condition. So maybe there was a 
colony established nearby but we could find no evidence of this 
and no more specimens were seen. 

Common & Waterhouse state that C. auaiades occurs from northern 
Queensland to the Illawarra of NSW, about 100km south of Sydney. 
The foodplants are known to be native palms growing in Australia 
which suggests that the native alexandra palm ( A. alexandrae ), 
the exotic golden cane palm f Chrvsalidocarpus lutescens ) and the 
queen palm ( Arecastruro romanzof f ianum ) are used by the 
butterflies. The lack of native palms generally in Victoria and 
the probable lack of continuity of suitable garden palms seemed 
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to rule out natural range extension. However there is a 
reasonable nursery trade in palms in Victoria for both indoor and 
outdoor use. I contacted seven major retailers/wholesalers of 
palms and all advised that their stocks were purchased from 
growers/wholesalers in southern Queensland where the palmdart 
butterflies are common. Some said they had noticed occasional 
larval damage to the palm pinnae (leaflets) and had either 
manually removed the offending larvae or sprayed with an 
insecticide. The damage was apparently rare. 

The Queensland growers appear to be careful to ensure that the 
plants sent to Melbourne do not have larvae on them at time of 
despatch, but they would find It difficult to locate and remove 
eggs. Thus a palm may arrive in Melbourne with eggs attached and 
if this plant was quickly sold the eggs could hatch at the 
purchaser's premises if the weather was sufficiently warm. The 
larvae could develop if the owner was not too observant and 
ultimately adults could emerge, but it would be most unlikely 
that there would be other specimens around for mating and the 
subsequent establishment of a colony. Even if mating did take 
place I doubt if the cold winter would allow the larvae to 
survive to produce new adults. 

Despite all this conjecture there are some interesting 
possibilities and 1 will be investigating this matter further. 
Meanwhile, I suggest that if you have Buddleias in your garden, 
keep a watch out for this new arrival next season. 


60 


Entomological Society of Victoria 



NEW LARVAL FOODPLANTS FOR THREE AUSTRALIAN SKIPPERS 
(LEPIDOPTERA: HESPERIIDAE) 

FROM THE CENTRAL COAST OF NEW SOUTH WALES, 
by 

Andrew Atkins 
45 Caldwell Avenue 
Dudley, NSW. 2290. 

The following observations of ovipositing and adult flight 
behaviour of skippers in coastal and near-coastal woodlands of 
the Newcastle area in New South Hales were made in the late 
summer of 1990. 

iPXldla rietman nl rietmanni (Semper) 

Females of this skipper were observed flying (with a typical 
slow, fluttery ovlposltlon flight) around Qplismenus spp. 
(probably Q_, imbepilljs (R. Br.) Roem. & Schult or O. aemulus 
(R. Br.) Kunth (Australian Basket-grass or Creeping Beard-grass)] 
in wet rainforest remnants at Kahlbah and Nords Warf in March. 
Several 2nd instar larvae were later found in tube-shelters made 
from one or two leaves of this grass at both localities. 

At Narara (near Gosford), in February, females of this skipper 
were also seen fluttering around Entolasia maroinata (R. Br.) 
Hughes (Bordered Panic Grass), but ovlposition was not observed. 


Igxl dla doubledavl (Felder) 

This species and Xj— rlgtmannl occur in my garden at Dudley and 
can be found in many damp gullies in bushland and lightly 
disturbed parklands in suburban Newcastle. T. doubledavi is a 

common species (x.,-Clgtinanni appears to be more locally 

restricted to rainforest gullies). it oviposits on several 
native and Introduced grasses, especially trailing or straggling 
short-bladed •wire-grasses•. i have reared this species from 

larvae found on OpUsmepus imbeciUis / aemulus at Nords Warf and 
Catherine Hill Bay. 
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Ocvbaaistes hvpomeloina hyp(?mg l<?ma Lower 

This is the largest and least common species of the genus in 
Newcastle region and appears to be double-broaded. Common and 
Waterhouse (1981) record the larval foodplant as 'common 
grasses'. However populations of O. hvpomeloma appear locally 
restricted to certain woodlands in the Hunter Valley, suggesting 
that this skipper requires particular specialized habitats. Both 
male and female adults feed on Lantana flowers, but are only 
common in clearings and open woodlands containing native grasses. 
Following field observations in February, March and April at 
several sites between Catherine Hill Bay and inland to Pokolbin 
in the Hunter Valley, some aspects of the biology of O. 
hvpomeloma have been uncovered. Both male and female skippers 
visit a variety flowers, but they are more commonly observed in 
grassy woodland clearings or slopes. Females flutter around and 
oviposit on the lower leaves and stems of 'Kangaroo Grass' 
f Themeda australis (R.Br.) Stapf. Young larvae make tube- 
shelters, at first on the tips of the leaf-blades, but later, 
deep within the leaves and stems of the tussocks. 

Adults of O. hvpomeloma are normally only found in dense 
'monocultures' of Kangaroo Grass, males selecting territories 
where they perch on the tall distinctive seed-heads of Themeda . 
They can be distinguished from O. walker! and O. 

flavovlttatus by their larger size, a white tornal streak on the 
underside of the hind-wing, and (particularly the female) by a 
very awkward, 'nervous' flicking of the wings when at rest. 

Reference 

Common, I.F.B. and Waterhouse, D.F., 1981. Butterflies of 

Australia. Revised edition. Angus and Robertson, Sydney. 

682 pp. 
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X NOTE ON HYPOCHRYSOPB BYgOB 
(LEPIODOPTERA: LYCAENIDAE) 

by 

Andrew Atkins 
45 Caldwell Avenue 
Dudley, NSW 2290. 

I read with interest a recent note on the record of HvpochrvBOPS 
bvzos hecalius being found in suburban Melbourne [J. Burns, 1990. 
(Vic. Ent. 2fi(l)). The article reminded me of several attempts 
(often unsuccessful) at finding this lovely jewel butterfly in 
the Dandenong Ranges several years ago. On occasions several 
larvae or pupae would be found on Pomaderris aspera . but all too 
often they would produce parasitic wasps or flies. Attack by 
these predators, extreme local distribution and cryptic flight 
makes this species quite a 'find'. I have observed this Lycaenld 
more commonly in the more elevated montane areas west of 
Melbourne (Mt Buffalo, Mt Buller, Mt Hothara, etc). On one 
occasion I saw several males settling and feeding on (apparently) 
dry dust at the edge of a track halfway up Mt Baw Baw. 

The nominate ssp. bvzos in NSW is no less cryptic but perhaps a 
little more common. I have found larvae in several localities 
in the Mittangong, Sydney, Brooklyn and Woy Woy areas where it 
feeds on just about any species of Pomaderris . although it is 
always very local in occurrence and 1 have never seen adults at 
these localities. The same can be said for a population of this 
butterfly that I established in my garden on two Victorian 
species of Pomaderris that I planted a few years ago. Six 
generations of H. b. bvzos have now successfully passed on these 
plants (with only an occasional 'top-up'; but I rarely see the 
butterfly, in spite of the close proximity of one plant f P. 
aspera ) close to my lounge-room window! 

In coastal NSW, H. b. bvzos has about two broods each year, and 
this week (late May) a male emerged from a pupa I found on my 
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garden shrub. 


With the successful finds by John Burns, I would like to 
encourage the planting of Poniade rrlg—(otc) in Melbourne 
parks and gardens. It is a hardy and attractive shrub or small 
tree; and who knows, The yellow-spot jewel may become a common 
(if fleeting) butterfly of the suburbs. 


EXCURSION TO BDTTERTLY HOUSE 
ROYAL MELBOURNE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS 
SATURDAY JUNE 16TH 1990 

is your chance to see behind the seen of the Butterfly House 
and appreciate how much work goes into what the public views. 

Meet at main entrance, Elliot Avenue at 8.55am sharp^ This is 
on the south side of the Zoo, Melway reference 29E12. If late, 
meet Inside butterfly house by 9.15am. 

Admission to the Zoo is $6 for adults, $3 concession. 

Mr. Ernest Weiher will conduct us on a tour through the butterfly 
house and the breeding areas. Food is available at the Zoo and 
after our tour you are free to stay. The tour will probably take 
an hour or so. 

Hope to see you there!!! 
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Butterfly collector. High Bollani from Perth was briefly in 
Melbourne during April and visited Kelvyn Dunn and Ross Field. 
High was full of news about the goings on among the butterfly 
people. 

Kelvyn & Laurie Dunn continue work on aspects of their computer 
database (which now has over 60,000 records). Kelvyn examined 
the James Cook University Insect collection, whilst in Townsville 
this year. Laurie & Kelvyn are now working on the map formats. 
Kelvyn & Jody Dunn were in North Queensland during March and had 
a few field outings with Michael Braby in Townsville. Ross 
Storey at DPI Mareeba and Graham Hood at Herberton were also 
visited. 

Gordon & Joy Burns have been continuing their beetle work at the 
Museum of Victoria and also at the Victorian Agricultural Insect 
Ar<<chnld CQllcctlpn PRI Burnley. Bob Thompson visited the 
VAIAC at PRI recently to examine the weevil collection. 


Ian Faithful1 made a return visit to St Margarets Island in the 
Nooramunga Fauna Reserve (off Port Albert) in April as part of 
the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria biological survey of the 
reserve. Best records so far are of the bright green scarab 
Xvlonvchus. 
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